The effect of attachment type and implant number on satisfaction and quality of life of mandibular implant-retained overdenture wearers.
The aim of this study was to compare the quality of life and patient satisfaction outcomes of two attachment systems in mandibular overdentures with different numbers of supporting implants. Sixty-two edentulous patients with either splinted or single attachments in mandibular implant overdentures with different numbers of supporting interforaminal implants were investigated for patient satisfaction and quality of life in this retrospective study. Comparisons between groups were perceived by the Mann-Whitney U test. Relations among the parameters were investigated by Spearman's rho correlation analysis. The results were evaluated statistically at a significance level of p < 0.05. No statistically significant association is found between visual analogue scales scores and attachment type as well as implant number (p > 0.05), whereas Oral Health Impact Profile (OHIP)-14 total scores for patients with 4-implant-supported bars were significantly lower than all the other attachment types (p < 0.05). Additionally, a negative (rate = 32.2%), statistically significant association between period of edentulism and total OHIP-14 scores was detected (p < 0.05). A mandibular implant-retained overdenture supported with four implants and bar attachments shows the highest 'quality of life' score and patient satisfaction is not influenced by the number of implants or attachment type.